





April 22, 2009
Dear Room 11 and 18 Families,


Today we introduced this year’s major research project to our students. They are going to work in groups to research a local San Diego County habitat. Each group will learn about one of the following: Torrey Pines, coastal sage and chaparral, deserts, wetlands (coastal lagoons), kelp forest, tide pools, mountains and forests, or ponds and streams. Although the children will work in groups to accomplish the research, each child will write an individual paper that fulfills all of the requirements.

The work on this project will be done mostly in the classroom, although we will need to assign some of it as homework in order to meet the schedule.

Attached is a copy of our research project schedule and requirements. The assignment fulfills third grade literacy standards regarding use of research materials and reading and writing expository text. It also fulfills social studies standards regarding local geography, and science requirements regarding plant and animal adaptation. 

Thank you for supporting your student with the project.






Sincerely,






Charlyne Barad






Mahtab Spera (Student Teacher)
Rooms 11 & 18 Research Project Requirements 
Each research project needs to contain the following elements:

1. Physical description of habitat. Are there mountains, hills, cliff, flatlands, etc? 

2. Climate. What is the weather like in your habitat during the year?

3. Plants. Include descriptions and adaptations. Write about at least three different plants in your habitat.

4. Animals. Include facts (physical description, behavior, etc.) and adaptations. Research and write about at least three different animals in your habitat. An adaptation is something about the animal’s body or behavior that helps it to survive in its habitat. For example, eagles have keen eyesight that helps them spot prey.

5. The format of your report must include the following:

· Typed in Word 

· At least six paragraphs

· At least four headings

· At least one appropriate use of specialized font, such as bold, italics, or colored

· Cover with title, author’s name, date, and a picture

· Table of Contents

· One or more pictures with caption

· Glossary

· Index

	Research Project Schedule

	

	Due Date
	Project Element

	
	

	Friday, May 1
	Research notes on animals and plants 

	
	

	Friday, May 8
	Research notes on habitat physical description and climate.

	
	

	Friday, May 15
	Rough Draft

	
	

	Friday, May 22
	Final Draft, including pictures, graphs, etc

	
	

	Friday, May 29
	Resource list, Table of Contents, Glossary, Index

	
	

	Friday, June 5
	Models and brochures completed.
Publishing Party

	
	

	
	


